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21 UNGULATE SPECIES ARE FOUND IN EUROPE
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European bison was exterminated
by uncontrolled poaching during

and soon after the World War |
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The population was re -
established from a few
Individuals collected from

European zoological gardens and
private park in 1952 in the
Bialowieza Primeval Forest




SOME SUBSPECIES ARE RARE AND NEED EXPLICIT ACTIONS TO
SECURE THEIR CONSERVATION
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Forest reindeer Apennine chamois Sardinian red deer

BUT MOST SPECIES ARE WIDELY WIDESPREAD AND ABUNDANT, AND
MAY REACH IN SOME AREAS VERY HIGH DENSITIES

.

45 heads / km?2
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RED DEER SUBSPECIES

In Europe, six subspecies are usually listed (e.g. Dolan, 1988):

1. Swedishred deer (C. e.elaphus);

2. Norwegian red deer (C. e.atlanticus );

3. Central European red deer (C. e.hippelaphus);
4. British red deer (C. e.scoticus);

5. Spanish red deer (C. e.hispanicus)

6. Corsicanred deer ( C. e. corsicanus ).




EUROPEAN UNGULATES AND CONSERVATION

STATUS OF EUROPEAN UNGULATES
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EUROPEAN UNGULATES AND CONSERVATION
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EUROPEAN UNGULATES AND CONSERVATION
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EUROPEAN UNGULATES AND CONSERVATION

NUMBERS OF UNGULATES IN EUROPEAN COUNTRIES
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EUROPEAN UNGULATES AND CONSERVATION

DENSITY OF UNGULATES IN EUROPEAN COUNTRIES
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EUROPEAN UNGULATES AND CONSERVATION

DENSITY OF UNGULATES IN EUROPEAN COUNTRIES
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THE INCREASE OF UNGULATES IN EUROPE

. Red deer distribution in France in

Red deer distribution in France in




Number of RED DEER harvested in France
(in thousands)

[ Red deer distribution in France in 19M

. Red deer distribution in France in 2000




THE INCREASE OF UNGULATES IN EUROPE
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Increase from 1980

769 %

Red deer
80000

70000

60000 —— ——

50000 —] —
40000 —] —

30000 — —] —] —

20000 —] — —— ——

10000 —— —] —] ——

1980 1996 2001 2005 201




UNGULATES STATUS IN EUROPE

~ 19 MILLIONS UNGULATES IN EUROPE
18 millions in 2005

(biomass ~ 8 d0G tonns)
7 0.0 00 Q8NN 42005

Economic resource

(>6,6 millions heads culled each
5,2 millions {f@ats jn 2005

Contribution to
Biodiversity

Cultural and aesthetic value

(hunting traditions included)




THE INCREASE OF UNGULATES IN EUROPE

2014/2015 2004/2005
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WHY UNGULATES INCREASED? HUMANS RULE
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Figure 1: Forest area (million ha) and share (percent) of land area by country, 2010
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REASONS OF THE INCREASE OF UNGULATES IN EUROPE

INCREASE OF FORESTS

FIGURE® Annual forest area net change by climatic
domain, 1990-2015
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For wild ungulates, the recolonisation of former range resulted from two pro-
cesses: a natural expansion of remnant populations due to legal protection and/or
increased availability of suitable habitats, and direct human intervention by rein-
troduction or restocking. The balance of importance of these two processes var-
ied both with region and species. In some countries the bulk of the recovery was
through natural processes; in others the recovery was effected primarily by human 5
activities. In the same way, some species recovered mostly naturally, some others
wou d have not recovered without active human intervention.
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THE ROLE OF REINTRODUCTIONS

Number of countries with releases
(reintroductions ) ascertained :

RED DEER: 27 (21) / 28
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Figure 1. Study area location. (a) Map of continental Portugal highlighting the full study area. (b) Full study area in light gray
(total sampling area) and distribution area of red deer in dark grey.



Taylor & Francis
Taylor & Francis Group

VOL. 13, NO. 1, 134-138

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF BIODIVERSITY SCIENCE, ECOSYSTEM SERVICES & MANAGEMENT, 2017
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/21513732.2016.1277265

SHORT COMMUNICATION & OPEN ACCESS

The success of species reintroductions: a case study of red deer in Portugal
two decades after reintroduction

Ana Valente 2, Jorge Valente 2, Carlos Fonseca® and Rita Torres®

ABSTRACT

Reintroduction programs are important tools in the recovery or establishment of animal
populations, but post-release monitoring, essential to evaluate their success, generally lacks
in most projects. During the 1990s, a red deer (Cervus elaphus) reintroduction program took
place in central Portugal. Almost two decades after the reintroduction, this study aimed to
establish the current state of red deer populations. Density estimates were obtained through

llet group counts coupled with disiaaee=smrmeling using 61 linear transects. The results
SEGW£ 1:|1-a|1: red deer densities are o 3.10 ind./100 ha 5% confidence interval: 1.6-5.9) and

this species is widely distributed througTTore mea. Due to increase in numbers and range
since the beginning of the reintroduction, this program can be considered a case of success;
however, future monitoring programs should continue to be developed.
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Red deer - Trento province
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Alpine ibex in the Alps (1900) **™*
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FROM THE
COLONY OF
PNGP

130 COLONIES

(ITALY, FRANCE, SWITZERLAND,
GERMANY, AUSTRIA, SLOVENIA)

e 50 000 HEADS
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Private hunting estates in
Spain practices monterias
to hunt ungulates




